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CONSTITUTION 



OF THE 



STATE OF MAINE, 



FOiniHI) IN 

COXVEXTIOX AT PORTLAND, OCTOBER 29, AXl) ADOPTED BY 

THE PEOPr>H IX TOAVX :\IEETIXGS, DECE^IBER 6, A. 

D. 18U), AXD OF THE IXDEPEXDEXCE OF THE 

rXITED STATES THE FORTY-FOIRTH, 

T()(;kthi:k avith the 

XXI Amendments SrusE<jrENTLY :mat)E 'J'heketo, Aim{AN(;ei), as 

A:\IENI)EI), IN riKSEANCE OF A EE<iISLATIVE RESOLVE OF FeHK'U- 
AKY 24, 1875, BY THE ClIIEF JfsTICE OF THE Si PKE.ME Jl'DICFAL 
COFKT, THE HONOIJAHLE JoiIX Al'PEETOX, WHOSE DIfAFT AND 

aih{AN<;e.aient ayas, by a Resolve of FEUurAHY 23, 187(5, 

AFlM{OVED HY THE LEOISLATT L'E, AND OL'DEKED TO HE ENIJOLLED 
ON FAROIIMENT AND TO BE DEPOSITED IN THE OFFICE OF THE 
SECRETAin OF STATE AS 



'•THE SUPREME LAW OF THE STATE." 

[XoTE. — Vty Resolve of January 12, 1875, Governor Dinii'ley was 
tiuthorizcMl to appoint a Connuisslon of ten persons, 'Ho consider and 
fninie sueli uniendnients to the Constitution of Maine as may seem neces- 
sary, to be reported to tin* Lei::islature ;'■ and Edward Kent, William P. 
ILiines, Georn'e F. Talbot, William M. Rust. Henry E. Robins, Washini;-- 
ton Gilbert, James C. Madiii'an, Artemas Lil)bey, Frederick A. Pike and 
AVilliam K. Kimball, were ap[)ointed. 

Xine of the amendments ret)orted ])y the Commission, viz. : — in rela- 
tion to 

(Xni) Election of Senators by Pluralitv vote: 

(XIV) Special Legislation and Corporations: 

(XV) Power of Governor to pardon ; 

(XVI) Apj)ointment of Jud<ivs of ]\Iunicii)al and Police Courts: 
(XVH) Taxation; 

(XVHl) Abolishini>* the Land Airency ; 

(XIX) Constitutional Conventions; 

(XX) Bri])ery at Elections: 



CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 

(XXI) Coditieation of tlie Amended Coiis^titutioii; 
wore subinitted to the ])('ople by Ji Kcsolve of February 24, 1875, and 
adopted at tlie annual election, 8ej)teinl)er 18, 1875.] 

FRE AMBLE. 

Objeets of government. 

AirricLE I. 

DkCLAHATIOX of iilCHTS. 

Si:r. 1. Natural riiilits. 

2. All i)o\ver iidierent in tlu^ peopl(». 

H. lieliti'ioiis freolom. Proviso. All sects (Mjual. lteli«;"ious test 
prohibited. Kiii'ht to elect religious teachers. 

4. Fr4'e(lom (»f speech and publieation. Truth may be <i:iven in 

evidence. 

5. Fni'easonable searches. 

(». IJi^hts of persons aeeused. 

7. Xo person lo answer lo a capital or infamous crime l)ut on in- 

dietment. Exce])tions. Juries. 

8. Not to be })ut in jeo])ardy twice for the same olTence. 
i). Santjuinai-y laws prohibited. 

10. Mailable olb'nces. Habeas corpus. 

11. Bills of attainder. t"<:c.. i>n>hibited. 

12. Treason. 

IH. Suspension ol' laws. 

14. ('oiporal punishment inid<M" niiHtai'v law. 

15. IJiiiht ot jxMit ion. 

10. IJiiiiit to kee]» and bear ai'ms. 

17. Standiui;* ai-mies not to be ke])r. 

18. No soldiers to be (|uartei'ed on citi/eiis in time ot ]»eace. 
11). Kiii'ht of redress lor injui-ies. 

20. Tri:il by jury. 

21. Pri^ate i)roi>ei'ty not to b<» tak'en without just comjx'usation. 

22. Taxes. 

28. Titles of nobility i>rohibired. 'i'enure of otlice limited. 
24. Othei- riii'hls not imj)air<'d. 

ARTK LE 11. 

Elkctohs. 

Skc. 1. (^)nalilications ot (dectoi's. Written ballot. Soldiers or seanuui 
in I'. S. service. Students at colle_i^"es and acadenues. IJesi- 
dence not lost l)y I'cason of absence, in the military service 
ot Maine or <d' the Fiutecl States. 

2. Electors exemi)t from arrest on (dec! ion days: — 

8. And fi'om military duty. 

4. Time of State election. Citizens absent in temporary nnlitary 
seivice of the V. S. or of Maine mav vote. Foils, where 
ojK'ued. Vote, how taken. AVho shall act as supervisoi's. 
Supervisors shall l)e sworn. Their duties. Proviso. AVhere 
certain ollicers may vote. Su])ervisors shall prepare ballot 



CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 

l)Oxes. Ballots, how prepared. (^Jualifieation of voters. 
Supervisors sliall keep correct poll lists: — Check names of 
voters: — Sort, couut and declare votes: — And make return 
to secretarv of state's otlice. 

AIJTICLK in. 

DiSTIJIBLTION OF P()WF.n>. 

Sec. 1. Power:: distrihut<Ml. 
2. To^be kept separate. 

AJrri( Li: iv. 

LK<iISl,ATIVi: PoWF.lf. 
PaKT Fll{ST.^lI<>r>K OF KFI'KKSFNTATn KS. 

Sec. 1. Lei!,-islative (le]);irtini'iit. Style of acts. 

2. Xiimbei" ot re])resent ati\'es fixed at (>n«^ hmidred niid litty-one. 

A. A])p<»rtl<)iiineiii aiiKniii,' t<<\\ lis. 

4. (^hialitieatioiis (»t a repres'Mital ive. 

5. MeetiiiL:,"s tor chnicc <»t representatives. Meetinii's of classed 

I own-;. Lists ot votes sliall !><■ exaniineil l)y ii"ove!'nor and 
coiini'il : — And they shall ^^innnion persons who ajipear to he 
electe(h Lists to l>e laid helore the J louse ot Ke])resenta- 
tives. Manner of eieelinii' i-epresiMitat i\('s and other civil 
ollieers in cit!<'s. 

(J. ^^•lcaneies, how to hf tilled. 

7. Il(mse[sliall choo-^e its own otlic'r-^. 

S. Power of inii)eaehin<'nt. 

AirrirLK i\'. 

PAirr Sfcom),— Sfxatf. 

Sec. 1. Senate shall c(»nsist ot //(>/ hss Ukih //rrt/hi. ,/nr n^ori' tlinii thirty- 
one. 

2. Stat<' shall he distiieted once in ten ^-ears. Disti'icts, how 
formed. 

.'L Meeting's tor choice of senators. Electors in unincoi'porated 
})laces. 

4. Vot<'s shall he <'xamined hy the i^-overnor and council. 

5. Senate shall decide as to the (dection (d' its mend)crs. 
(). (^ualillcations of senators. 

7. S<'nate shall try impeachments. Linntation of senate's judg- 

ment. Party is further Jiahle to he tried and punished hy 
the courts. 

8. Senate shall clioose its ollicers. 

APTK LE IV. 

Pakt Tiiiki), — Le(;islative Powek. 

Sec. 1. Le<>dslature shall meet (innnally. Its powers. 

2. Bills shall he siiifned hy the ,ii:overnor. Proceedinii^s, in case he 
disapproves. Unsi^'ued hills shall he returned hy him within 
five djivs. 



6 CONSTITUTION OF 3IAINE. 

Sec 3. Each bouse sliall jiul*^e of the elections of its ineml)ers. Ma- 
jority, a <iuoriiin. 

4. ^lay piiiiisli and expel members. 

5. Sball keep a journal. \'eas and nays, wlien to l)e entered. 
(>. ^fjiy punisb for contempt. l*roviso. 

7. ('omi)ensati()n of members. Travelin*!^ ex[)enses. 

S. Mem1)ers ai'e exemi)t from civil arrest. Freedom of debate. 

U. Eitber bouse may oriiiiuate bills. Kevenue bills. Proviso. 

10. ^lembei's sball not be ai)i)ointed to certain oillces. Statics. 

11. Persons dis(pialitled to be members. 

12. Adjournments. 

13. S|)ecial leiiislation. 

14. ( 'ori)()ratioiis. excej^t for numicipal i)urposes. sball, when jjrac- 

tical)le. be b)rme<l und<'r n'eneral laws. 

15. Constitutional conventions. 



APTK r.E V. 
K X 1 :c I : T I y i : 1 *( ) w i : i { s . 

Pakt Fiust. — (JoVKIfNOlt. 
Sk.c. 1. Governor. 

2. Elected tor nur year. 

3. >reetinns foi' cboice of ii'ov<'rnor. Votes sball be returned to 

secretary of state. I*rovision, in case tbere is no cboice. 

4. (j^ualilications of i>-overnor. 

5. I)is(|ualiticat ions. 
0. ("oniix'nsation. 

7. (onnnan(ler-in-cbi(^f of militia. Sball not marcb nnlitia out of 

state. 
S. AVitb advice of council, sball api)oint otlicers. 
1). Sball <i"ive int^trmation and reconunend measures. 

10. ^lav re(|uire information of anv ollicer. 

11. Power (d' liovei'iior, witb consent of couiu'il, to re])rieve, com- 

nmte or pardon. excei)t in cases of imi)eat*bment, and to 
remit jxMialties. Conditional pardons. Sball report to tin* 
le_i;'islature. 

12. Sball enforce tbe laws. 

13. (Governor sball convene tb(! le_i>islatm'e on extraordinary occa- 

sions, and adjourn it, if bouses disa*;*r<M\ ^lay cbaiiij^e their 
])lac<' of meetinii". 

14. Vacancy, bow supplied. 

ARTICLE V. 

I*AHT Sf.CONI), — ( 'Ol'XCIL. 

Skc. 1. Council shall consist of seven. 

2. Councillors, bow chosen. l*rivileo^ed from arrest. 

3. Journal of their proceedings shall be kept. 

4. Persons dis(pialitied to be councillors. Councillors shall not be 

api)ointed to any office. 



CONSTITUTIOX OF MAINE. 

AirricLE V. 

l*AKT Tin HI), — SeCKETAKY. 

Skc. 1. Socrotni'v, how to bo choM(Mi. 

2. Sliall keep tlic records of the st.-ite. May ai)])oint deputies. 
H. Sliall attend the i;-ovei"iior and eouiieil. 

4. Shall j)resei've the records of the executive and legislative 
departments. 

AirrrcLE v. 

I'Airr Forirni. — TKF.Asuin:!;. 

SlCC. 1. Treasurer, how chosen. Ineliiiihl<\ for niore than tjre succes- 
sive vears. 
2. Shall o-ive honds. 
8. Shall not enii"n_ii"e in ti'ad<'. 

4. Xo money shall he drawn but by warrant. Accounts of 
rec(M})ts and exjM'uditui'es shall b(^ jjubli^hed. 

AirricLE VI. 

JrinriAL I*o\vi:k. 

Sec. 1. Su])reni(\judicinl. and other courts. 

2. ('(nnjx'nsation of the siij)reme justices shall not b«' dinnnished. 

3. 'i'hey shall n"ive oj)iinnn, when re<p^ired !)y <'ither branch of 

ii'overnment . 

4. Tenure of judicial ollices. 

5. Justices of the jx-ace :ind notaries ]Hd)lic. 

6. Justices of the supreme judicial court shall hold no other ollice. 

7. Jud_tc<'>^ <u^^\ reii'istei-s of prol>ate, their (dectionjuid tenure of 

olhce. Vacancies, how tilled. 

8. Judii'es ot municipal and police courts, shall he ap])ointed. 

ARTICLE VII. 

MiLITAIfY. 

Sec. 1. Military otlicers, how to be elected. 

2. [Manner of condiictinic (d<'clions. 

3. Major ij^enerals and adjutant generals, how elected. [^Stafl" olh- 

cers, how a])i)ointed. 

4. Organizaticm of the militia. 

5. AVho may be <'xempt-ed from military duty. 

AKTICLE VIII. 
Literature. 

Sec. 1. Legislature shall recjuire towns to support public schools 
Shall endow c(dleges and academies, rroviso. 

AKTICLE IX. 

General Provisions. 

Sec. 1. Oath and subscriptions. Before whom to he taken. Proviso 
2. Offices that are incompatible with each other. 



8 CONSTITUTION OF 3IAINE. 

Sec. 3. Commissions. 

4. Elections on the first Wednesday of January may be adjourned 

from day to day. Order of ftllinii: yacancies. 

5. Eyery eiyil officer may ])e remoyed by impeachment or address. 
G. Tenure of office . 

7. Vahiation. 

8. Keal and personal estate shall l^e taxed according to its yalue. 

9. Taxation. 

10. Sheritts, how elected, and tenure of ofiice. 

11. Attorney general, how to be elected. Vacancy, liow filled. 

12. Soldiers, who may ])e allowed to vote for county officers. 

13. Bribery at elections. 

14. Credit of stat(^ shall not l)e loaned. Creation of state debt, 

limited. Except ioii<. 

1.5. St({t(i IIKHJ is.^HP ItniltJs hi jXli/iiiPill nf iiuniiCf'iKtJ }'Vi]' (Icht . BdSlS of 

jxnjnx'iit. C>niiiii!ssi(>]( s/h/IJ Jx' (tftpoiiifcd to ihtcmiine, the 
(iiiioiint ihic ti> inn Hic/jx/Jifirs. L<nin liiailjO to 83. 500, 000. 

10. I'owns liaviuii' four thous.uid inliabitants. and towns haying 

inhabited islands, may lie divided into votinir districts. 



AirncLK X. 

S<iii':i>rLK. 

SkC. 1. Laws now in force, ('ontinu<' until r('i)ealed. 

2. Constitution, how amcniled. 

3. (Uinsfii iiii<t]i sliiiJl In' //rri'n'iff^ l>'i i'fiiof jnstii-f of sniu'cnte 'imJicial 

ronrt. Sh'iJt he sn.'nin'flid In the li'ijishttn r<-. Anicntled consti- 
tution shall be cni-olled on ])archnHnit. and i)rint(Hl copies 
shall be bound witli the laws. SJiall be the supreme law of 
the state. 

4. Sections one. two and five of artiele ten, shall be omitted from 

I)rinte«l co])ies. Sei'lion live I'eniains in f<n'ce. 



AMKXDMENTS. 

Akt. XXII. Munit'ipal indebtedness limited to five per cent, of the 

last reii'ular valuation. 
XXIir. I5ienni;il <"lection< and biennial si'ssion-^ of tin* lei:,'isla- 

turt^ 
XXIV. (Jovernor shall be eh'cted by a i)lurality of the popular 
vote. 
XXV. Bicuinial terms of senators and representatives. 
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PREAMBLE. 

We, the people of Maine, in order to establish justice, in- objects of 
^ure tranquillity, provide for our mutual defence, promote our h-^ mc, -iss. 

. .. ^>^ Me., 007, 

€ommon welfare, and secure to ourselves and our posterity <;i2. 
the blessings of liberty, acknowledging with grateful hearts 
the goodness of the Sovereign Ruler of the Universe in af- 
fording us an opportunity, so favorable to the design; and, 
imploring His aid and direction in its accomplishment, do 
^iSfree to form ourselves into a free and independent State, bv 
the style and title of the Statk of Maixe, and do ordain 
tind establish the tollowinsj: Constitutioii for the icovernment 

CD C7 

•of the jijuue. 

ARTICLK 1. 



xl 



DeCLARATIOX of RlGUTS. 

Sf.CTIOX 1. All men aie born equally Uva} and inde^x'nd- xatmai 
^ent, and h;ive certain natural, inherent and unalienable rights, 
iimong which are those of enjoying and defending life and lib- iSf^-awnxi- 
erty, acquiring, possessing and [)rt)tectmg property, and or 
pursuing and obtaining snfety and hap[)ifiess. i^a) 

Sec. 2. All [)()wer is inherent in the peo[)le ; all free gov- AUpoworis 
ernnients are founded in their authority and instituted for ihei)e()i»U'. 

ft.' 

their benetit ; they liave therefore an unalienable and inde- 
feasible riuht to institute <rovernn)ent, and to alter, reform, 
or totally change the same, when their safety and happiness 
require it. 

Sec. 3. All men have a natni'al and unalienable right to K,.iiirioiis 
worsliip Almiglity God accoi'ding to the dictates of their own ;;,VmV.?;}T9. 
consciences, and no one shall be hurt, molested or restrained 
in his [)erson, lil)erty or estate for worshiping God in the 
manner and season most aiifreeable to the dictates of his own 

CD 

conscience, nor for his religious professions or sentiments, 
provided he does not disturl) the public peace, nor obstruct —proviso. 
others in their religious worship ; — and all persons demean- 
ing themselves peaceably as good members of the State shall 
be equally under the protection of the laws, and no subordi- 

* »^ ' ' —all sects are 

nation nor preference of any one sect or denomination to an- ^^'i^^-^^- 
other shall ever be established bv law, nor shall any religious —religious 

tests are 

test be required as a qualification for any omce or trust, under prohibited. 



(a) 2 Mo.. 275; (3 Me., 412; 27 Me., 212; 33 Me., 28.3, 558; 58 Me., 594, 
598, (U3; 59 Me., 318, 345, 549, 553; 60 Me., 122, 133; 66 Me., 73. 



he ^ivcu ill 
f\iil(ou «'. 
<;•_> M«'., :)10 



10 co\stiti;tiox of :maiM':. 

— rij<htto thi^ State ; and all religious societies in this State, whether 
teucheVsr ' "" incorporate or unincorporate, shall at all times have the ex- 
clusive right of electing their public teachers, and contract- 
ing with them for their support and maintenance. 

Skc. 4. Kvei'v citizen may freely speak, write and pub- 
piibVkatilMi. "^'^ ^^'^ sentiments on any subject, being responsible for the 
,., , abuse of this liberty ; no laws shall be passed re<2:ulatinof or 

rc'straiuing the freedom of the press; and in prosecutions for 
any publication respecting the otKcial conduct of men in pub- 
lic ca[)acity, or the qualifications of those who are candidates 
for the suftragesof the people, or where the matter published 
—truth may is propor for [)ublic information, the truth thereof maybe 

given in evidence, and in ail indictments for libels, the jury, 
after havinir received the direction of the court, shall have a 
right to determine, at their discretion, the law and the fact. 
Skc. tO. The people shall be secure in their persons, 
houses, papers and possessions from all unreason:wble searches 
and seizures ; and no warrant to search any place, or seize any 
person or thing, shall issue without a special designation of 
the [)lace to be searched, and the person or thing to be siezed, 
nor without [)robablc cause — supported by oath or affirmation. 
Skc. 6. In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall 
have a right to be heard by himself and his counsel, or either, 
at his election ; {a) 

To demand the nature and cause of the accusation, and have 
a copy thereof; 

To be confronted by the witnesses against him ; 
To have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his 
favor ; 

To have a speedy, public and impartial trial, and, except 
in trials by martial law or impeachment, by a jury of the 
viciniiy. He shall not be compelled to furnish or give evi- 
dence against himself, nor be deprived of his life, liberty, 
pr»»perty or privileges, but by judgment of his peers, or by 
the law of the land. (6) 
No person to Sec. 7. No pcrsou shall be held to answer for a capital or 

capitsdor'^ iufauious Crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a 

_ ^ _ _ „ 

{a) 11 Me., 210; 47 Me., 420; 58 Me., 572. 

(/>) 1 Me., 230; 11 Me., 210; 37 Me., 156, 165; 39 Me., 258; 47 Me., 432; 
55 Me., 200; 58 Me., 573, 594, 598; 59 Me., 318, 549, 55.5; 60 Me., 122, 138, 
50t),-12; 02 Me., 37; 05 Me., 121, 242; 60 Me., 73; 70 Me., 157; 71 Me., 241. 
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grand jury, except in eases of impeachment, or in such cases i„faii,ous 
of oflences as are usually cos^nizable by a justice of the peace, inmSment!" 
or in cases arising in the army or navy, or in the militia when —exceptions. 
in actual service in time of war or public clanger. The Legis- 
lature shall provide by law a suital)le and impartial mode of —juries. 

4 Me. 48SK 

selecting juries and their usual numl)er and unanimity, in in- <io .Me'., aos, 
dictments and convictions, shall be held indispensable. <;: Me., aac 

Sec. 8. No person, for the same offence, shall be twice xot to i)e put 

... -, r ^•r i-i . ill j<M)p;ir«lv 

put in jeopardy oi hie or hmi). (a) twice for ' 

^ siune offence. 

Sec. y. Sanguinary laws shall not be passed ; all penalties 

and punishments shall be proportioned to the offence; exces- jj'^iyf ^^*'''''^' 

sive bail shall not be required, nor excessive tines im[)osed, •'■' ^'^•' -•''^• 
nor cruel nor unusual punishments inflicted. 

Sec. 10. No person before conviction shall be l)ailable for i>,aiiai)ie 

any of the crimes, which now are, or have been denominated ynesnireof 

Afar. .70, /s:]7: 

capital offences since the adoption of the Constitution, where -{'-I't"'^"'^"^ 
the proof is evident or the presumi)lion great, whatever the 
punishment of the crimes may be. And the privilege of the 
writ of habeas corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in — uabeuscor- 

l)lis. 

cases of rebellion or invasion the public safety may require it. *•'• ^^^'> '^• 
Slc. 11. The Legislature shall pass no bill of attainder, liiiisofnt- 

^ ^ _ ^ taiixler, etc. 

ex post facto law, nor law impairin<i: the obligation of con- ^}'^K:i^\. 

*■ ' t C' o Constitution, 

tracts, and no attainder shall woik corruption of blood nor -j^^t. i, §10, 
forfeiture of estate. (6) 

Sec. 12. Treason against this State shall consist only in Treason. 
levying war against it, adhering to its enemies, giving them 
aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treason —evidence ot 

two wit- 

unless on the testimony of two witnesses to the same overt messes. 
act, or confession in open court. 

Sec. 13. The laws shall not be suspended but by the suspension of 

-r • 1 . I • laws. 

Legislature or its authority. 

Sec. 14. No person shall be subject to corporal punish- corporni 

punishment 

ment under military law, except such as are employed in the under niiu- 

^ ^ »r ^ ... tary law. 

army or navy, or in the militia when in actual service in time 
of war or public danger. 

((0 37 Me., 165; 59 Me., 141 ; 70 Me., 457. 

(/>) 2 Me., 275; 5 Me., 66; 6 Me., 112, 3.55; 7 Me., 474; 11 Me., 101), 118, 
284; 14 Me., 344; 15 Me., 135; 18 Me., 109; 21 Me., 53; 23 Me., 360; 24 
Me., 520; 27 Me., 212; 42 Me., 429; 45 Me., 507; 47 Me., 91 ; 48 Me., 34; 
49 Me., 507; 50 Me., 114; 51 Me., 480; 57 Me., 394; 63 Me., 269, 285, 333; 
65 Me., 129; 71 Me., 383; 74 Me., 139. 
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Riirht of Sec. 15. The people have a right at all times in an orderly 

pe ition. ^^j peaceable manner to assemble to consult upon the com- 

mon good, to give instructions to their representatives, and 
to request, of either department of the government by peti- 
tion or remonstrance, redress of their wrongs and grievances. 
Skc. K). Every citizen has a ri^^ht to keep and bear arms 

To keep antl " ^ ^ 

bear anus. j\yy ^jj^ eommou dcfeuce ; and this right shall never be ques- 
tioned. 
^^ ,. Skc. 17. Xo standinir armv shall be kept up in time of 

not'be kept.^ peace without the consent of the Legislature, and the military 

shall, in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination 
to the civil power. 

Skc. is. Xo soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered 

No -ol. her To ' 1 ' 1 

1m- .luait.it.i j^ .^j^^. house without the consent of the owner or occupant, 
tmif i.i ik;kh'. j^^^j. jj^ time of war, but in a minner to be prescribed by law. 
,>. ,. , Skc. r.). Kverv per^on, for an iiijurv done him in his 

Iniur^^!'^ l)erson, reputation, pi'operty or immunities, shall have remedy 
74 Me.'. .':. bv due course of law: and riirht and justice shall be a-lmin- 

istered freely and without sale, coni[)letely and without denial, 
promptly and without delay. 

Skc. '20. In all civil suits, and in u\\ coiiti'oversies con- 
cerning [)ro[)ert\'. the partii's shall have a light to a trial by 
jury, exc(^[)t in cases where it has heretotore l>een otherwise 
practiced ; the party claiming the riizht may be heard by him- 
self and his counsel, or cither, at his election, (a) 

Sec. 21. Private pro[)erty shall not be taken for puldic 
i.^takru!^^ ^'' 'i-^^^'"^ without just compensation ; nor unless the public exi- 
\urnt"r'rii'y gencies require it. [b) 

Sec. 22. Xo tax or dutv shall be imposed without the 
tjt Mf., :'.v4. consent of the jjcople or of their representatives in the 

Leirislature. 

Sec. 23. X^o title of nobilitv or hereditary distinction, 
privilege, honor or emolument, shall ever be granted or 
— tomire of coutirmcd, nor shall any office be created, the appointment to 
nmited. which shall be for a lon^rer time than durins: sfood behavior. 



Trial 1)V uirv. 



Privatt' ]>ro])- 
vrtv. wiu'ii to 



TitU's of iio 
bility pro- 
hil)i{eil, 



/ S Me.. 117: 25 Me.. 4^S : 85 Me.. 255: 37 Me.. 15»], 1(55: 3:» Me., 413; 
55 Me.. Iii3. 3t')l : GO Me., 43: Cvl Me.. 37: 05 Me.. 133. 

^' 7 Me., -273 : S Me., 3«i5 : 10 Me., 447 : 12 Me., 222 : 1(3 Me., 0:18 Me., 
100 : 31 Me.. 172 : 34 Me.. 247 : 43 Me.. 350, 350 : 47 Me., 206 : 55 Me., 191 ; 
58 Me., 500. 503. 508. TjlO : .50 Me.. 318. 540. 553: 60 Me., 122, 132. 134. 138, 
21K5-6: 70:Me.. .524. 



CONSTITUTIOX OF MAINE. 13 



Sec. 24. The enumeration of certain rights shall not im- other rights 

T , , . • 1 1 . 1 1 ^lot impaired. 

pair nor deny others retained by the people. 



ARTICLE II. 

Electors. 
Sec. 1. Every male citizen of the United States of the Quaiiflca- 

tioiis of 

age of twenty-one years and upwards, excepting paupers, ^\yJ"4?- 
persons under guardianship, and Indians not taxed, having r.{ Me!! Jio-i' oo.>. 
his residence established in this State for the term of three '^" ^'^•' •^•'•-' •^•'=^- 
months next preceding any election, shall be an elector for 
Governor, Senators and Representatives, in the town or 
plantation where his residence is so established ; and the — Avntten 

^ ^ l):illot. 

elections shall be by written ballot. But persons in the mili- t Me.,4'.)-2, 497. 
tary, naval or marine service of the United States, or this -sohuersor 

^ ' seamen in Ij - 

State, shall not be considered as having ()])tained such estal)- "^^ ^trviee. 

lished residence by being stationed in any g.rrison, barrack, 

or military ])lace, in any town or i)lantation ; nor shall the —students at 

•^ ^ • ^ ' collfues and 

residence of a student at any seminary of learning entitle him 'i<^«'^''^"i*^^- 
to the right of suffrage in the town oi* plantation where such 
seminary is established. No person, however, shall be -^^'^^'l'^'^"*-. 
deemed to have lost his residence by reason of his absence Amni^iiuiTir^ 
from the State in the military service of the United States, 
or of this State. 

Sec. 2. Electors shall, in ail cases, except treason, felony Kicctors e\ 

enipt ti-(1ni 

or breach of the peace, be privileired from arrest on the days anc-^t (.n 
of election, during their attendance at, going to, and return- •^^'*''^^'- 
ing therefrom. 

Sec. 3. No elector shall be obli<2fed to do duty in the ^vinn exempt 

^ ^ from military 

militia on any day of election, exce})t in time of war or [)ub' '^^'^>- 
lie danger. 

Sec. 4. The eUction of Governor, Senators and Repre- Time of state 

I eh'etion. 

sentatives shall be on the second .Monday of Sei)teml)er an- If!!!/ 'w/ff" 

V I IIH III ■' .1 I It . \ 

nualhj forever. But citizens of the State absent therefrom 

in the military service of the United States oi* of this State, -soldiers al- 
lowed to vote 

and not in the regular army of the United States, being other- J<'i^^'>v^'iii^>i> 
wise qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote on Tuesday [}n'ir'^^l!'{sa4: 
next after the first Monday of Xove'ntber^ in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty four ^ for governor 
and senators^ and their votes shall he counted and allowed in 
the same manner^ and xoith the same effect^ as if given on the 



tiikt'H. 



— AVllO Sllilll 

jU't as 
vis«)r> 
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[sre Awn,ri. secouil Mondoy of September in that year. And they shall 
././///.] j^ allowed to vote for governor, senjitors and representatives 
on the second Monday of September annually thereafter for- 
ever, in the manner herein provided. On the day ot election 

—polls, where a i)()Il shall be opened at every phice without this State where 

opened. , ^ 

a regiment, battalion, battery, company, or detachment of not 
let^s than twenty soldiers from the State of Maine, may be 
found or stationed, and every citizen of said State of the age 
of twenty-one years, in such military service, shall be en- 
titled to vote as aforesaid ; and he shall be considered as vot- 
ing in the city, town, plantation and county in this State 
where he resided when he entered the service. The vote 

—vote, how shall be taken by reiriments when it can conveniently be done ; 

when not so convenient, any detachment or part of a regi- 
ment not less than twenty in number, and any battery or part 
thereof numbering twenty or more, shall be entitled to vote 
wherever they may be. The three ranking officers of such 

act as super- I'eiriment, battalion, batterv, companv, or part of either, as 

the case may be, acting as t^uch on the day of election, shall 
be supervi>(M's of elections. If no otHcers, then three non- 
commissioned officers according to their seniority shall be 
such supervisors. If any officer or non-commissioned officer 
shall netrlect or refuse to act, the next in rank shall take his 
place. In case there are no officers or non-commissioned 
(^thcers present, or if they or either of them refuse to act, the 
electcn's present, not less than twenty, may choose, by written 
ballot enough of their own number, not exceeding three, to 
till the vacancies, and the persons so chosen shall be super- 
visors of elections. All hupervisoi's shall be first sworn to 
support the constitution of the United States and of this State, 
and faithfully and impartially to perform the duties of super- 
visoi's of elections. Each is authorized to administer the 
ni'cessary oath to the others ; and certificates thereof shall be 
annexed to the lists of votes by them to be made and re- 
turned into the office of the secretary of state of this State 
as hereinafter provided. The polls shall be opened and closed 
at such hours as the supervisors, or a majority of them, shall 
direct ; i^rovided, hoivever, that due notice and sufficient time 
shall be given for ail voters in the regiment, battalion, battery, 
detachment, company, or part of either, as the case may be. 



— supervisors 
shall l)e 
.sworn. 



— their duties. 



— l)roviso. 
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to vote. Regimental and field officers shall be entitled to -certain offi- 

vote with their respective commands. When not in actual thcymuy 

vote- 
command, such officers, and also all general and staff offi- 
cers and all surgeons, assistant surgeons, and chaplains, 
shall he entitled to vote at any place where polls are 
opened. The supervisors of elections shall prepare a ballot —supervisors 

• 11 i/»iiii TT sliMll i)rei>Hre 

box or other suitable receptacle for the ballots. L pon one bmiot imxes. 
side of every ballot shall be printed or written the name —ballots. 

_ ^ ^ 1m)\v to be 

of the county, and also of the city, town or plantation of this i>r. j.are.i. 
State, in which is the residence of the person proposing to 
vote. Upon the other side shall be the name or names of the 
pei'sons to be voted for, and the office or offi*ces which he or 
they are intended to fill. And before receiving any vote, the 
supervisors, or a maiority of them, must be satisfied of the -'inaiincii. 

. . . . . . \Uu\^ of 

age and citizenship of the person claiming to vote, and that vcter-. 
he has in fact a residence in the county, city, town or planta- 
tion which is printed or written on the vote ofi'ered by him. 
If his right to vote is challenged, they may i-cquire him to 
make true answers, upon oath, to all interrogatories touching 
his age, citizenship, residence, and right to vote, and shall 
hear any other evidence offered by him, or by those who 
challen<2:e his ri^ht. Thev shall keei) correct poll-lists ot the — ni^ervixn-s 
names of all persons allowed to vote, and of their respective j-<^nitt 1)011- 
places of residence in this State, and also the number of the 
regiment and company or battery to which they belong ; which 
lists shall be certified by them or by a majority of them, to 
be correct, and that such residence is in accordance with the 
indorsement of the residence of each voter on his vote. They 
shall check the name of every person before he is allowed to 
vote, and the check mark shall be plainly made against his 
name on the poll-lists. They shall sort, count and publicly 

. . — -^ort.eount 

declare the votes at the head of their re>pective commands on an.i.ueiare 



— >}iall clu'ck 
iiaiin'> ol 
voters. 



Votl'S. 



the day of election, unless prevented by the public enemy, 
and in that case as soon thereafter as may be ; and on the 
same day of said declaration they shall form a list of the per- 
sons voted for, with the number of votes for each person 
against his name, and the office which he was intended to fill, 
and shall sign and seal up such list and cause the same, to- 
gether with the poll-lists aforesaid, to be delivered into the seeVetary'oi'*^ 
office of the secretary of state aforesaid, on or before the firnt 
day of December^ in the year one tltousand eight hundred and 



-make return 



state. 

I S« v .line inf- 
luent ,/•./■///. I 
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sixty-four and on or before the fifteenth day of November 
annually thereafter forever. The legishiture of this State- 
may pass any law additional to the foregoing' provisions, if 
any shall, in practice, be found necessary in order more fully 
to carry into effect the purpose thereof. 



ARTICLE III. 

Distribution of Powers. 
Sec 1. The powers of this government shall be divided 



PowtTs dis- 



•VMe^^sv, ^'^^^^ three distinct departments, the Legislative, Executive 

^/£.S. and Judicial. 

bKC. J. xso |)ers()n or persons, l)elt»n2:inor to one of these 
sepiiintc. departments, shall exercise any ot the powers Droperlv he- 

§--^ longing to either of the others, except in the cases herein ex- 

pressly directed or permitted, (a) 

ARTICLE IV.— Part First. 

Lkcuslativk Powku. — House of Rkpkeskntativ^ks. 

L(iii>i:itiv(' Skc. L The Icgishitive power shall he vested in two dis- 

tmct hranches, a House ot Kepresentatives, and a Senate, 
each to have a negntive on the othei', and both to be >tyled 
the Legislature of Maine and the st} le of their acts and lavvs 

-style <>1 nets, shall be, 'T^K IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HoUSE OF 

RePKESEN TAT IVES, IX LEGISLATUiiE ASSEMBLED.'^ 

. Sec 2. Tlie House of Rei^resentatives shall consist of one 

tTvrriix(M- hundred and tifty-one members, to be elected by the qualified 
inrnu^'j'cUi, electors, for one year from the day next preceding the annual 

meetin«: of the Le<iislature. The Leirislature, which shall 
frst be convened under this Constitution^ shall, on or before 
the fifteenth day of August, in the year of our Lord, one 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-one, and the Legislature^ 
within every subsequent period of at most ten years, and at 
least five, cause the number of the inhabitants of the State 
to be ascertained, exclusive of foreiirners not naturalized and 
Indians not taxed. The number of Representatives shall, at 
[Ucsoirvof the several periods of making such enumeration, be fixed and 

Apr, JO, '1S41: • i ^i i ^- i 

Aimndinvntir.] aDDortioued amon^r the several counties as near as may r)e, 
:j:i Me., r)^7. according to the number of inhabitants, having regard to the 

{n) 3 Mo., 37-2, 484; 7 Me., 14; 32 Me., 525; (U Me., 195; 70 Me., 609, 
010. 
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relative increase of population. The number of rejvesenta' 
tives shall, on said first ax)porticnment, be not less than one 
hundred nor more than one hundred and fifty. 

Sec. 3. Each town havin«: fifteen hundred inhabitants Apportion- 

^ iiient among! 

may elect one representative ; each town having three thou- ^^^^'^\^ 
sand seven hundred and fifty may elect two ; each town hav- 
ing six thousand seven hundred and fifty may elect three ; 
each town having ten thousand five hundred may elect four ; 
each town having fifteen thousand may elect five ; each town 
having twenty thousand two hundred and fifty may elect six ; 
each town having twenty-six thousand two hundred and fifty 
mav elect seven ; but no town shall ever be entitled to more 
than seven representatives ; and towns and plantations duly 
oro^anized, not havinir filteen hundred inhabitants, shall be 
classed, as conveniently as may be, into districts containing 
that number, and so as not to divide towns ; and each such 
district may elect one rei)i'esentative ; and, v:hen on this ap- [ /.v.,v>/r^ „;• 
portionmnit the nnniher of representatives .shall he two hun- A'mnHime,'d1r.\ 
dred, a different apportumment sliall take place up on the above 
principle; and, in case the fifteen hundred shall be too large 
or too small to apportion all the representatives to any county, 
it shtill be so increased or diminished as to give the number 
of representatives according to the above rule and proj)or- 
tion ; and wlxMiever any town or towns, plantation or planta- 
tions not entitled to elect a repiesentative shall determine 
against a classification with any other town or plantation, the 
Legislnture may, at each apportionment of representatives, 
on the applic^ation of such town or plantation, authorize it to 
elect a representative for such portion of time and such peri- 
ods, as shall be equal to its portion of representation; and 
the right of representation, so established, shall not be altered 
until the next general a[)p()rtionment. 

Sec. 4. No person shall be a member of the House of Rep- Quaiifiea- 

tion.s of a rep- 
resentatives, unless he shall, at the commencement of the rescntative. 

I L'csoirt of 

period for which he is elected, have been five years a citizen J^'//,!;,i>^^^^^^^ 
of the United States, have arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, have been a resident in this State one year, or from 
the adoption of this constitution \ and for the three months 
next preceding the time of his election shall have been, and, 
during the period for which he is elected, shall continue to be 
a resident in the town or district which he represents. 
2 
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Meeting for Sec. 5. The meetings within this State for the choice of 

jTsl^'tau^^^^^^^^ representatives shall be warned in due course of law by the 
3/ar.i'i "7s6'^; selectmen of the several towns seven days at least before the 

Aiiu'iidineiit ./'.] , . , /•in • i • • ii 

7Me., 41I7. election, and the selectmen tnereoi shall preside impartial! v 

25Me., a()7. ^ I f J 

In Jf*^"' -l-f ^.w at such meetin«:s, receive the votes of all the qualitied electors 

<0 31c., .wl, ,}U>. *^ ^ 

present, sort, count and declare them in open town meeting, 
and in the presence of the town clerk, who shall form a list 
of the pei'sons voted for, with the number of votes for each 
person against his name, shall make a fair record thereof in 
the presence of the selectmen and in o[)en town meeting. 
-inoctinus of Aud thc towus aud plantations organized by law, bedonging 
to'wnV. to any class herein provided, shall hold their meetings at the 

I l!( stif re lit' 

jA/r. 1 /. /^^/; same time in the respective towns and plantations; and the 

^lliiciihia lit .i'.\ 

town and plantation meetings in such towns and plantations 
shall be notitied, held and regulated, the votes received, 
sorted, counted and declared in the >anie manner. And the 
assessors and clerks of plantations shall have all the powers, 
and be sulgect to all the duties, which selectmen and town 
^i.,„jr.uf clerks have, and are subject to by this Constitution. And 
'.[m'i'Jinn,^i''.r.\ \\\\v coplcs of tlio Hsts of votcs shull bc atte>ted by the select- 
men and town clerks of towns, and the assessors of planta- 
tions, and sealed up in open town and plantation meetings ; 
7(1 >i( .. :.<;4. :.i;:.. and the town and ])lantation eieiks res|)eetivelv shall cause 

I >r. Ann ml ^ L ^ 

"""/^■'■■'■'<<^ the same to be delivered into the secretary's oilice thirty days 

at least bc^fore the iirst A\'ednes(lav of Januarv annually. 
-ii-t«-(»f v(.T( s And the ixovernoi- and council shall examine the returned 

>liall lit' c.N- . ,. 

i"i'"''i ''> , co])ies of such li>ts, and also all lists of votes of citizens in 

<;()\(in(»r JUKI ^ 

*'*^"'^*'- the military service, returned to the secretary's otllce, as pro- 

vided in article second, section four, of this Constitution ; and 
— oov.inor twenty da\'s befoi'c the said Iirst Wednesday of January, an- 

!in<l couiuil -Jill* i. 1 111 

shall MiiiMiuni niuiH [/ ^ shall issue a summons to such })ersons as shall appear 

])('r>(>iis AS' lu) 

sippcarto be to bc clectcd ( (/ ) bv a ])luralitv of all the vot^s returned, to 

elected. \ / ^ I ^ 1 

|/.',.wrroy attend and take their seats. But all such lists shall be laid 
-j,'!''^>'<f""'"f l)efore the House of Representatives on the tirst Wednesday of 

January, animally, and they shall finally determine who are 
-li^ts shall i)e elected. The electors resident in any city may, at any meet- 
the\I(mse of ing duly notified for the choice of representatives, vote for 
tives.^^"'^ such representatives in their respective ward meetings, and 

the w^ardens in said wards shall preside impartially at such 
meetings, receive the votes of all qualified electors present, 

(^0 70 Me., 501,567, 5()S, 583, 585, 587, 594, GOD, 610. 
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sort, count and declare them in open ward meetinofs, and in _. ^4, 

the presence of the ward clerk, who shall form a list of the rescnn^ti^^es 

persons voted for, with the number of votes for each person ci\iW)ffieers 

asjainst his name, shall make a fair record thereof in the \neMtireof 

I3resence of the warden, and in open ward meetini2r8 ; and a Anien<i)„niti, 

*- 'I O ' a Die 1) (led bf/ 

fair copy of this list shall he attested by the warden and li''^jZ-4^^^^^^' 
ward clerk, sealed up in ()i)en ward meeting, and delivered to "^'"<^"^"'^'^ -^J 
the city clerk vvithin twenty-four hours after the close of the 
polls. And the electors resident in any city may at any meet- 
ings duly notified and holden for the choice of any other 
civil officers for whom they have been recpiired heretofore to 
vote in town meeting, vote for such officers in their respec- 
tive wards, w\\(\ the same })rocec-dings shall be hnd by the 
warden and ward clerk in each ward, as in the case of votes 
\oY representatives. And the aldermen ot anv eitv .shall be 
in session within twenty-four hours after the close of the 
polls in such meetings, nnd in tlie presence of the city clerk 
shall open, examine tmd com[):ire the <'o[)ies fi'om the li-ts of 
votes iziven in the several wards, of whicli theeity clerk shall 
make a record, and I'cturn thei'eof shall be made int(j the Sec- 
retary of State's office in the sanu? manner as selectmen (jf '^" -^^^■- •»'•'• 
towns are re(juired to do. 

Sec. (]. \Vh(inever the seat of a member shall be vacated vi'cnneif s. 
by death, resignation, ov othei-wise, the vacancy may be tilled "*• ^u.. •''.•:. 
by a new eleetion. 

Sec. 7. The House of l\e[)resentatives shall choose their H(ni-< to 

flHMXC its 

speaker, clerk and other oiheers. [a) (-wn (.iiicns. 

Sec. 8. The House of l\ei)resentatives shall have the sole I'cw.r of im- 
power 01 impeachment. 

ARTICLE IV.— Part Skcond. 

Senate. 

Sec. 1. The Senate shall consist of not /e.^.s* tliait tirenty NuiniK-rof 
nor more than thirty-one members, elected at the same time, lixc'd. 

I Sec Amoiul- 

and for the same term, as the representatives, by the qualified nio,,t^ .rxiu, 
electors of the district into which the State shall from time to 
time be divided, (h) 

Sec. 2. The Leofislature, ivhich ,shaU be first convened state to be 

^ ^ ^ districted 

unde?* this Constitution^ shall, on or before the fifteenth day once in ten 

(^0 70 Me., 588, 504, 51)5, 50G, 5t)7, OOD, 010. 
(/>) 7 Me., 481). 
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of August in the year of our Lord^ one thousand eight hun- 
dred and tiventy-one, and the Legislature at every subse- 
— (listikts, quent period of ten years, cause the State to be divided into 

liow formed. 

i8Me., 4.>. districts for the choice of senators. The districts shall con- 
form, as near as may be, to county lines, and be apportioned 
accordin": to the number ot inhabitants. The number of 
senators shall 7iot exceed iiventy at the first apportionment ^ 
and shall at each apportionment be increased^ iintil they shall 
amount to thirty-one, according to the increase in the House of 
Rep resent at Ives . 
Meeting's for Sec. 3. The meetings within this state for the election of 
senators. scuatoi's shall be notified, held and reirulated, and the votes 

[ /i'cso/re of' 

Mar.-ji.)s(;4: leccivcd, sortcd, counted, dechired and recorded, in the same 

manner as those for representatives. And fair copies of the 

list of votes shall be attested by the selectmen and town clerks 

of towns, and the assessors and clerks of plantations, and 

•2.-) Me., :.t;,s. sealed up in open town and plantation meetings; and the 

its. '' ' town and plantation clerks respectively shall cause the same 

to be delivcriMl into the secretary's ollice thiily days at least 
— eUrt(.v« ill before the first Wednesday of Jannary. All other qualified 
rate.'i pi'accs. clcctors, livjug in })laces nnincorporated, who shall be assessed 

to the sup[)ort of the government by the assessors of an ad- 
jacent town, shall have the privilege of voting for senators, 
representatives and governor in such town ; and shall be noti- 
tied by the selectmen thereof for that i)nrpose accordingly. 
y^.U'stinH' Si:(\ 4. The Governor and Council shall, as soon as may 

thr ul.'vi'nior be, cxamiiie the returned copies of sneh lists, and also the 
1,4 Mr. .>s. li.^ts of votes of citizens in the military service, I'etnrned into 

I II IH( ll<l III! lit ,/', V 

Am, inh,i 1.;! I h e sccrctar > 's ofhcc , aud twenty days before the said first 

"/' 'VV ,' Wednesday of January, issue a suuimons to such persons, as 

""^ shall appear to be elected by a plurality of the votes for each 

district, to attend that day and take their seats, (c) 
Senate to .le Skc. 5. Tlic Scuatc sliall, ou thc Said first Wednesday of 

(M'Us\iu-inV'' January, annually^ determine who are elected by a plurality 

[sn'Aiiirnjj- of votcs to bc scuators in each district ; and in case the full 

fl/r/ifs ./■ riii, 

,'■" , number of senators to be elected from each district shall not 

aln'ifihnJut^'''' ^avc bccu SO elcctcd, the members of the house of represent- 

o'Me., 014. atives and such senators, as shall have been elected, shall, 

;lr/Me., r)ii;l from the highest numbers of the persons voted for, on said 

(>4 Me., olKJ. 

70 Me, r.s'.t. lists, equal to twice the number of senators deficient, in every 



{<!) 70 Me., 507-0, 5S3, 5S5, (JOJI-IO. 
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district, if there be so many voted for, elect by joint ballot 
the number of senators required ; and in this manner all 
vacancies in the Senate shall be supplied as soon as may be, 
after such vacancies happen. 

Sec. 6. The senators shall be twenty-five years of age at (),,.iiii^(^..^. 
the commencement of the term, for which they are elected, sei'mtoL. 
and in all other respects their qualifications shall be the same, 
as those of the representatives. 

Sec. 7. The Senate shall have the sole 1)0 wer to try all ^ . , ,. 

i ' S(;nuti' shall 

impeachments, and when sitting for that purpose shall be on tnent?^^^'^^^^ 

oath or aflirmation, and no i)erson shall l)e convicted without 

the concurrence of two-thirds of the members present. Their _iii,ntntinn 

judgment, however, shall not extend farther than to removal **^ J''''-'"^'"^- 

from office, and disqualification to hold or enjoy any office of 

honor, trust or profit under this State. But the party, whether -pmty is 

convicted or acquitted, shall nevertheless be liable to indict- tried imd 

pnnisluMl iii 

ment, trial, judgment and punishment according to law. court. 

Sec. 8. The Senate shall choose their president, secretary stnutf to 
other oincers. otih «>rs. 

Til Ml'., nss, :.it:j, 
."v.tc, .v.c, m\), (;iu. 

ARTICLE IV.— Part Third. 

Legislative Power. 
Sec. 1. The Le^^islature shall convene on the first Wednes- Lcirisiuture 

^ to lIK'l't 

day of January, annually, and shall have full power to make ^""'""%- 
and establish all reasonable laws and reg^ulations for the de- ,. ,,ow«v^ 

fence and benefit of the people of this State, not repugnant \n!!iu!rr}ii^,,'.vv. 
to this Constitution, nor to that of the United States, (a) 

Sec. 2. Every bill or resolution having the force of law, p.iustobe 

I'll i' I I 1 siuiKMl l)vthe 

to which the concurrence ot both houses may be necessary, governor. 
except on a question of adjournment, which shall have passed 
both houses, shall be presented to the Governor, and if he 
approve, he shall sign it; if not, he shall return it with his 
objections to the house, in which it shall have originated, 
which shall enter the objections at large on its journals, and 
proceed to reconsider it. If after such reconsideration, two- — i)ro(('e<i 

inii>;, ill c'iise 

thirds of that house shall ao:ree to pass it, it shall be sent to- i»«'^ii^<n)- 

(rO 3 :SIe., :J-2G; 4 Me., 140: (i Me., 412: 7 Me., ^11\\\ 1) Me., 54; U ]\Ie., 
208; 12 Me., 854; !(> Me., 471); 31 Me., 172, 8(50; 82 Me., 848, 520; 88 Me., 
558, 587; 85 Me., 819; 87 Me., 150: 80 Me., 258; 42 Me., 1.50, 200, 420: 48 
Me., 202 ; 45 Me., 507 ; 40 :\Ie., 840, 507 ; 55 ^le., 100, 200 : 58 Mc, 504, 001 ; 
50 Me., 85, 818, 540, 558; GO Me., 122: 08 Me., .582; 74 Me., 187-140. 
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<rether with the objections, to the other house by which it 
shall be reconsidered, and, if approved by two-thirds of that 
house, it shall have the same efiect, as if it had been signed 
by the Governor; but in all such cases, the votes of both 
houses shall be taken by yeas and nays, and the names of the 
— bills siiaii persons, voting for and against the bill or resolution, shall be 
b\ hiinVvitbin entered on the journals of boih houses respectively. If the 

bill or resolution shall not be returned by the Governor within 
five days (Sunday^ excepted) after it shall have been pre- 
sented to him, it shall have the same force and effect, as if he 
had signed it, unless the Legislature, by their adjournment 
prevent its return, in which case it shall have such force and 
effect, unless returned within three days after their next 
meetinof. 
KiK ii house to Sec. 3. Each house .^hall be the judge of the elections and 
ekc^uV.lis. "^ qualifications of its own members, and a majority shall con- 
— iiii.ioiitN a stitnte a quorum to do business; but a smaller number may 

flUOlUIU. 

adjourn from day to d;iy, and may compel the attendance of 

absent membei's, in such manner, {ind under such penalties as 

each house shall ])r()vide. (a) 

Sko. 4. Each house may determine the rules of its pro- 
May ininish '^ *■ 

'^"'•/'''""^ coedin<rs, punish its members for disorderiv behavior, and, 

with liie concurrence of two-thirds, ex})el a member, but not 
a second time for the same cause. 
siiaiikcepa Skc. 5. Each house shall keep a journal, and from time 

i'sso/c! is->. to time [)ublish its proceedings, exce[)t such parts as in their 

iiidirnient may recjuire secrecy ; and the yeas and nays of the 

— yeas and »/ o ^ i ^^ ' " -^ 

^^'^•^"'- meml)ers of either house on any question, shall, at the desire 

of one-fifth of those i)resent, be entered on the journals. 
May punish Sec. 6. Each liousc, duriug its session, may punish by 

for contcni])!. . . , , i r t i.r i 

imprisonment any person, not a member, for disrespectful or 
disorderly behavior in its presence, for obstructing any of its 
proceedings, threatening, assaulting or abusing any of its 
members for anything said, done, or doing in either house; 
—proviso. ^97^ot'uZecZ, that no imprisonment shall extend beyond the 

period of the same session, 
compensa- Sizc. 7. Tlic scuatoi's and representatives shall receive such 

^louo lULui- (.^^^p(3,^^.|tJQi^^ j^g glijxU be established by law; but no law in- 
creasing their compensation shall take effect during the exist- 

(</) Hr, Me., oij.']; 70 Me., 5(18, 585, 5SS, 51)3, 594, 595, 59G, 597, 009, 610; 
71 Me., ;^70. 
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ence of the Legislature which enacted it. The expenses of —traveling 

... expenses. 

the House of Representatives in traveling to the Legislature o'JMe., 596. 
and returning therefrom, once in each session and no more, 
shall he paid hy the State out of the public treasury to every 
member, who shall seasonably attend, in the judgment of the 
house, and does not depart therefrom without leave. 

Sec. 8. The senators and representatives shall, in all cases MtMubersare 
except treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged sin-rst! 
from arrest during their attendance at, going to, and return- 
ing from each session of the Le<2rislature ; and no member — fneaomof 

, . . . debate. 

shall be liable to answer for anything spoken in debate in 
either house, in any c(»urt or place elsewhere. 

Sec. 9. Bills, orders or resolutions, may originate in either kkiu r house 
house, and may be altered, amended or rejected in the other; h\\\>. 
but all bills for raising a revenue shall originate in the House —revenue 

^^ \ '11- 

of Representatives, but the Senate may propose amendments 

as in other cases; jjrovlded, thjit they shall not, under color —proviso. 
of amendment, introduce anv new matter, which does not 
relate to raisinn' a revenue. 

Sec. U). No senator or re[)r('sentative shall, during the >i,.ini.ersnot 

term for wliich he shall have been elected, be a[)j)ointed to pWinteato 

any civil (»fhce of lu-otit under this State, which shall have "l1'<•^'^^• 

been created, or the emoluments of which increased durin^^ :;: Me., .v.'t;. 
such term except such otlices as may be tilled by elections by 

the peo\)\c, provided, (liat Utls proJuhitlon sludl not extend to \rr<>ri-<o.^ 

the mefnbers of the Ji rM Lefjlslature, \(,j.snut>.] 

Sec. 11. No member of Congress, nor person holding any Persons <iis- 

. - ' . (pialilied to 

ofhce under the United States (post-officers excepted) nor i^' menihers. 
office of profit under this State, justices of the peace, notaries 
public, coroners and officers of the militia excepted, shall 
have a seat in either house during his being such member of 
Congress, or his continuing in such office. 

Sec. 12. Neither house shall, during the session, without Adjourn- 

^ *" nients. 

the consent of the other, adjourn for more than two days, 
nor to any other place than that in which the houses shall be 
sittin<r. 

Sec. 13. The Legislature shall, from time to time, pro- si)eciai lej^ns- 

^^ ' ' ^ lation. 

vide, as far as practicable, by general laws, for all matters [^'J',;''''J'J"{sto- 
usually appertaining to special or private legislation. A>>und>nent 

Sec. 14. Corporations shall be formed under general laws, corporations, 

1 1 II 11 • 1 r* 1 ^T • 1 e-\e«'l)t niu- 

and shall not be created by special acts ot the Legislature, nieipai, <"»cc., 

^ ^ ° , to be formed 

except for municipal purposes, and in cases where the objects jnuierfe'enerai 
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\Feb.2^is7o- of the corporation cannot otherwise be attained; and, how- 
A7m,H ment ^^^^ formcd, thcj shall forever be subject to the general hiws 

of the State. 
^., ,. Sec. 15. The Le<rishitiire shall, bv a two-thirds concur- 

fionT^^'' rent vote of both branches, have the power to call consti- 
fX''l'.l''is7.~,: tutional conventions, for the purpose of amending this 

Constitution. 



Ariu 11(1 nn nt 



ARTICLE v.— Part First. 

Executive Powers. 

,.^,. ,.,, ,. Sec. 1. The supreme executive power of this State shall 

7J Me., :.4r,, :.;:;. y^^ yestcd in a Governor. 

Elect* .1 for S^^' ^' The Govcruor shall be elected by the qualified 

7n'M)!!':,:-'i. electors, and shall hold his othce one fjear from the first 
h»-ut' '">;!<■'. Wednesday of January in eucli year. 

Sec. 3. The meetinirs for election of governor shall be 

notitied, held, and regulated, and votes shall be received, 

sorted, counted, declared and recorded, in the same manner 

—votes to he ^'^s those for senators and representatives. They shall be 

s. eretaivof scalcd aud rcturucd into the secretarv's otSce in the same 

state. 

7(1 Me. .V.'-. manner, and at the same time as those for senators. And the 



ineetiiiirs for 
(•hoicf ( 't 
y:oveinor. 



' /,*» stiJ ri Iff 

^\ nil luhlll lit I' . 

///' lit .1 ,' i r. I 



I'* 111 > vln lU-t 
7 Me.. 4-.'. 



secretary of state for the time beinir shall, on the fir^t Wednes- 
day of January, then next, lay the lists before the Senate and 
House of Representatives, and also the lists of votes of citi- 
zens in the militarv service returned into the secretarv's ofiice, 
to be by them examined, and, in case of a choice by a ma- 
Jorltij of all the votes returned, they shall declare and pub- 
— prnvi^i..!!. lish the same. But if no person shall have a inojorlly of 

in ea-r tin vv i tt 

votes, the Hcnise ot Kepresentatives shall, by ballot, from the 
persons having the four highest numbers of votes on the lists, 
if so many there be, elect two persons and make return of 
their names to the Senate, of whom the Senate shall, by ballot, 
elect one, who shall l)e declared the Governor. 

Sec. 4. The Governor shall, at the commencement of his 
term, be not less than thirtv vears of aire ; a natural born 
citizen of the United States, have been five vears, or from 
tlie adoption of tlii^ Com^titidion^ a resident of the State; 
and at the time of his election and during the term for which 
he is elected, be a resident of said State. 



QualU'K ation 
Ot ^<)\ einor. 
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Sec. 5. No person holding any office or place under the iMsfiuaiitica 
United States, this State, or any other power, shall exercise 
the office of Governor. 

Sec. G. The Governor shall at stated times, receive for compensji. 
his services a compensation, which shall not he increased or 
dinjinished during his continuance in office. 

Sec. 7. He shall be commander-in-chief of the army and conmumdcr- 

in chirt of the 

navy of the State and of the militia, except when called into miiitia. 
the actual service of the United States ; hut he shall not _„,,t to 
march nor convey any of the citizens out of the State, with- lllnVtia out of 
out their consent or that of the Legislature, unless it shall 
become necessary, in order to march or transport them from 
one part of the State to another for the defence thereof. 

Sec. 8. He shall nominate, and, with the advice and con- to uoininatc 
sent of the council, appoint all judicial officers, coroners, i//' "^/r''/ 
and notaries public; and he shall also nominate, and with the 
advice and consent of the council, appoint all other civil and 
military officers, whose appointment is not by this Constitu- 
tion, or shall not by law be otherwise provided for; and 
every such nomination shall be mtide seven days, at least, 
prior to such appointment, (a) 

Sec. 9. He shall from time to time give the Legislature Tojrivcin 

. . . ^ -, T fi»nii:itinii and 

information of the condition of the State, and recommend to icrnnniMiui 
their consideration such measures, as he may judge expedient. 

Sec. 10. He may reciuire information from any military MnynMiuin' 

officer or any officer in the executive department, upon any of an\ <.iiir.r. 
subject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

Sec. H. He shall have [)Ower, with the advice and con- I'owcrof irov- 

cnutr l<> i)ar- 

sent of the council, to remit, after conviction, all forfeitures (i<n and rcinit 
and penalties, and to giant reprieves, commutations and par- 
dons, except in cases of impeachment, upon such conditions, — rondition-^. 
and with such restrictions and limitations, as may be deemed //'-'/ i^~-'*: 

. i /III III! nil lit 
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proper, subject to such regulations as may i)e provided by 
law, relative to the manner of applying for pardons. And ^ri\\!.iViaTmv 
he shall communicate to the Leirislature at each session si.m!^'^^^ 
thereof, each case of reprieve, remission of penalty, commu- 
tation or pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, 
the crime of which he was convicted, the sentence and its 
date, the date of the reprieve, remission, commutation or 



(i') :V2. Mc, r)2(); 72 Mc, 547. 
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pardon, and the conditions, if any, upon which the same wa» 
granted. 
sbau enforce Sec. 12. He shall take care that the laws !)e faithfully 

the laws. , 

executed. 
Convene tiio Sfc. 13. Hc may, on extraordinary occasions, convene the 

extraordinary Legislature ; and in case of disagreement between the two 

occasions, . , , ^ , 

and adjourn it houses with rcspcct to the time of adiournment, adiourn them 

m case of dis- * ^ '^ 

fsec^AmVu!/'. ^*^ such time as he shall think proper, not beyond the day of 
mrntxriH.] ^^^^ uext cinuual meeting; and if, since the last adjournment^ 

the place where the Legislature were next to convene shall 

have become dangerous from an enemy or contagious sick- 

— may chan<,-e ncss, may direct the session to be held at some other con- 

the lilac*' of' . , -4.1 • 4.t c*. a 

nieetin.-^. vcuicnt placc withiu the btate. 

Sec. 14. Whenever the office of Governor shall become 

\ ac:nu-\-. how 

ryie.!':^'!;". vacant by death, resignation, removal from office or other- 

'■'■'"■ wise, the president of the ^enate shall exercise the office of 
Governor until another Governor shall be duly qualified ; and 
in case of the death, resiii^nation, removal from office or dis- 
(|uatiticati()n of the {)retident of the Senate, so exercising the 
office of (lovernor, the si)eaker of the House of Ive[)resenta- 
tives shall exeicise the office, until a president of the Senate 
shall have been chosen ; and when the oflice of Governor^ 
president of the Senate, and s^xaker of the House shall be- 
come vacant, in the I'ecess of the Senate, the person, acting' 
as Secretary of State for the time being, shall by proclama- 
tion convene the Senate, that a president may be chosen to 
exercise the office of Governor. And whenever either the 
pi'csident of the Senate or speaker of the House shall so ex- 
ercise said office, he shall re(*eive only the compensation of 
Governor, but his duties as president or speaker shall be sus- 

7Me.,4>.t. pended ; and the Senate or House shall fill the vacan(*y until 

his duties as Governor shall cease. 



ARTICLE v.— Part Second. 
Council. 

conndi shall Sec. 1. There shall be a Council, to consist of seven per- 

sevdi. sons, citizens of the United States, and residents of this 

:•_> Me., :>i<, :>4'.t. 

State, to advise the Governor in the executive part of govern- 
ment, whom the Governor shall have full power, at his dis- 
cretion, to assemble ; and he with the councillors, or a 
majority of them, may from time to time, hold and keep a 



CONSTITUTION OF MAINE. 27 

Council, for ordering and directing the affairs of State, accord- 
ing to law. 

Sec. 2. The councillors shall be chosen annualhj^ on the councillors 

/» TT7- -1 1 /-T 1 •• \ l\ L L' A\ llOW CllOSCU. 

first Wednesday of January, by joint ballot or the senators \seeAvietui. 
and representatives in convention ; and vacancies, which shall tomc, aui. 
afterwards happen, shall be filled in the same manner ; but 
not more than one councillor shall be elected from any dis- 
trict, prescribed for the election of senators; and they shall _p,.iviie^'((i 
be privileged from arrest in the same manner as senators and i'^'^^'^^^^"' • 
representatives. 

Sec. 3. The resolutions and advice of Council, shall be j,>,„.„!i] of 
recorded in a re2:ister, and siirned by the members airreeini}: ctlainis. 
thereto, which may be called for by either house of the 
Legishiture ; and any councillor may enter his dissent to the 
resolution of the majority. 

Sec. 4. Xo member of Congress, or of the Legislature persons .lis- 
of this State, nor any person holding any ollice under the c<.uiiriii(.i>. 
United States, (post ofht'ers excepted), nor any civil oilicers 
under this State (justices of the peace and notaries public 
exce[)ted) shall be councillors. And no councillor shall be xot to i.c mp- 

]><)int<'tl to 

appointed to any office during the time for which h(^ shall auymruc. 
have been elected. 



ARTICLK v.— Part Trnin). 
Secketahv. 



Sec. 1. The Secretary of State shall be chosen annual} >j s.cntiny, 

i* 1 T • 1 • • 1 11 • how fllOX'll. 

at the hrst session or the Le<rislature, bv lomt ballot of the i >" Aun„.i 
senators and representatives in convention. to mi., .v.u. 

Sec. 2. The records of the State shall be kept in the -tok^Mp tiu- 

*■ rccoi'tls ot 

office of the Secretarv, who may appoint his deputies, for r.VoV":.'A?w'.i,.t 

whose conduct he shall be accountable. (Uputus. 

Sec. 3. He shall attend the Governor and Council, Senate -toatt.'n.i 

and House ot Representatives, in person or by his deputies, j^tki countii. 
as they shall respectively require. 

Sec. 4. He shall carefully keep and preserve the records — to pivserve 

of all the official acts and proceedings of the Governor and of tiuexien- 

ti\ e and Ic^is- 

Council, Senate and House of Representatives, and, when lativedepait- 
required, lay the same before either branch of the Legisla- 
ture, and perform such other duties as are enjoined by this 
Constitution, or shall be required l)y law. 



Must jjcivt 

iHtlul. 



28 COXSTITUTIOX OF MAINE. 

9 

ARTICLE v.— Part Fourth. 

Treasurer. 

TnaMinr. Sec. 1. The Trejisurei* shiilJ be chosen annually^ at the 

iHeiii.ihi. t</r first session of the Leofishiture, by joint ballot of the senators 

more than . .^ -> J J 

tive v«ai>. and representatives in convention, but shall not be eli^^ible 

7<» Mt'., .".I'M. *■ ' c 

Si? >V^ '■;;;"'' Hiorc than lii'e years successively. 

Jni III u ' III. «.'•/ »/ 

Sec. 2. The Treasurer shall, before entering on the duties 
of his otlice, give bond to the State, with sureties, to the 
satisfaction of the Lcfrislature, for the faithful discharire of 
his trust. 
Mu^t :int rn- Sec. 3. The Treasurer shall not, during his continuance 

in office, eniraire in anv business of trade or commerce, or as 
a broker, nor as an agent or factor for any merchant or trader. 

Sec. 4. No money shall be drawn from the treasury, but 
1)V warrant from the Governor and Council, and in conse- 
quence of appropriations made by law ; and a regular state- 
ment and account of the receipts and expenditures of all 
pul)lic money, shall be published at the commencement of 
''it'/''!iL the annuel s< <-ion of the Leirislature. 



irauc in truvU' 
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ARTICLE VI. 

Judicial Power. 
Sec. 1. The iudicial power of this State shall be vested 

>nprt-nif :it!(l »' *■ 

:; mV-^..';j':'.'^^" in a Supreme Judicial Court, and such other courts as the 

Le<iislature shall from time to time e>tai)lish. 

Sec. 2. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall, 
at stated times receive a compensation, which shall not be 
diminished durinir their continuance in office, but thev shall 
receive no other fee or reward. 

Sec. o. They shall be oi)liged to give their opinion upon 
important questions of law, and upon solemn occasions, when 
required by the Governor, Council, Senate, or House of 
Representatives, (a) 

Sec. 4. All judicial officers nov: in office or H'ho may he 
hereajter appointed shall, from and after the first day of 
JIarch in the year eir/hteeii hundred and forty, hold their 
offices for the term of seven vears from the time of their 
respective appointments, (unless sooner removed by impeach- 

("; 58 Mc. 572. 573. 574 : 70 Me.. 5S;^. COS. 010. Oil. 012 : 72 Me.. .544, 500. 
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nient or by address of both branches of the Legislature to 
the Executive) and no longer unless re-appointed thereto. 

Sec. 5. Justices of the peace and notaries public, shall Justuesof 

, . , the peace ami 

hold their offices durins^ seven years', \t they so lon^: behave notaries. 

themselves well, at the expiration of which term, they may Jjii^l^'.^j^ 
be re-appointed or others appointed, as the public interest 
may require. 

Sec. 6. The justices of the Supreme Judicial Court shall .histicesof 

hold no office under the United States, nor any State, nor any can ho'i.i no 

rr» 1 I • n I • • • t)llier office. 

other office under this State, except that ot justice ot the 
peace. 

Sec. 7. Judges and rcG^isters of [)r()bate shall l)e elected .T^(l^'esantl 

'' ^ i-ejj^istcrs of 

by the people of their respective counties, bv a plurality of i>i«>i>!»te, their 

J I L I ^ ^ r J election an«l 

the votes s^iven in at the annual election, on the second I^h"!"'*'^ 

~ ' •tiiii e. 

Monday of September, and sh dl hold their offices for four ia'jit'j'rm'^' 
years, commencing on the first day of January next after 

their election. (6) Vacancies occurring in said offices by _v.u.Mn( ies. 

death, resignation or otherwise, shall be tilled by election in [ /,v.s,./rr r.r- 

manner aforesaid, at the Septenil)er election next after their Jnn„.innuit 

occurrence; and in the meantime, the Governor, with the ^" '"'.'.'."f 

iiK-iil .r.rii( . j 

advice and consent of the Council, may fill said vacancies by ''' >'^-. ''"-• 
ap[)ointnient, and the })ers()ns so appoinletl shall hold their 
offices until the first day of January thereafiHV, 

Sec. 8. Judges of munici[);il and police courts shall be .ju-i-i-^of 

a]")|)()intea by the executive power, in the same manner as an.i poiue 

. / , . » . (-..iii-tv. to In/ 

other judicial officers, and shall hold their offices for the term appoint, d. 

of four years ; provided, Junvever, tliat lite present incumbents ''\!,',] , ';,/,;,, ',^t^~'' 

shall hold their oj/ices for the tenn for vhieh they were ''"'^ 
elected, (c) 



ARTICLE VII. 

Military. 
Sec. 1. The captains and subalterns of the militia shall ofHc.r-, iiow 

ele<'te<l. 

be elected by the written votes of the members of their •2r)Mc., i.)7. 
respective companies. The field officers of regiments by the 
written votes of the captains and subalterns of their respective 
regiments. The brigadier generals in like manner, by the 
field officers of their respective brigades. 

(//) 44 Mo., 38S; Ol Mc, 002; G4 Mo., 596; OS Me., 587. 
(c) 02 Me., 299; 72 Me., 503. 



other. The adjutant general and quartermaster general shall 
be chosen aiDniaUtj hy joint l)allot of tlie senators and repre- 
sentatives in eonvention. But the adjutant general shall per- 
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Manner of Sec. 2. The Legislature shall, by law, direct the manner 

i^ioctions." of notifying the electors, conducting the elections, and mak- 
ing returns to the (xovernor of the officers elected ; and, if 
the electors shall neglect or refuse to make such elections, 
after being duly notitied according to law, the Governor shall 
appoint suitable persons to till such offices. 
Major -en Sec. 3. The major geuerals shall bc clcctcd by the Senate 

adjutant i-en- and IIousc of Representatives, each havino^ a ne«:ative on the 

eral, how ^ ° ° 

elect e<l. 
44 Me., .^•^. 
70 >Ie.. :u\. 

[ lit sot ri- It/' 
Mfir. I 7, / ^'^'T, 
. I nil ,iii nil lit 

\'s,i' .imiiiii- form tie duties of (juartormaster ireneral, until otherwise 

ini lit J'. I iii. I _ 

directed i)v law. Tiie major ijenerals and briu*adier «:enerals, 

and the comniandiiii!: officers of reiriments and b.ittalions, shall 

— ^taiYotri- a[)p()int their r«\<nective statf officers ; and all militarv officers 

eei— , how ai>- 

p<»'"'*'i- shall be coninii>>ioned by the (lovcM'nor. 

Sec;. 4. The militia, as divided into divisions, brigades, 
regiments, battalions and c()ni[)anics pursuant to the laws now 
in force, shall I'eniain so oriianized, until the same shall be 
altered by the Tjegi>lature. 
y^',,,,,,,.,^^„, Sec. 5. Persons of the denominations of Quakeis and 

InHil' n/iiiiary SliakiTs, justic(»s of the Su[)reme Judicial Court and minis- 
ters oi' the go-})el ma}' be e.\em[)tinl from military duty, but 
no other person of the aire of eighteen and under the a<xe of 
torty-tive years, excepting olricers of the militia who have 
been honorably discharged, shall be so exempted, unless he 
shall i)ay an e(iiiivalent to be lixed by law. 

ARTICLE VIII. 
Literature. 

j.e-ivhitnre '^ gcncral dilfusion of the advantages of education being 

townsVirsnll- csscutial to thc preservation of the rights and liberties of the 
ieimois.' ^^ i)eo])le : to i^romote this important object, the Legislature are 
cs iMe;;:.sI>! authorized, and it shall be their duty to require, the several 

towns to make suitable provision, at their own expense, for 

the support and maintenance of public schools; and it shall 

— shauomiow further be their duty to encourao^e and suitably endow, from 

coUe^es and ./ o 

jicaiieniies. time to time, as the circumstances of the people may authorize, 

all academies, colleges and seminaries of learning within the 
—proviso. State ; provided^ that no donation, grant or endowment shall 



Ontlis and 
sul)-.cri|)tioiis. 
:] Me., :rr2. 
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nt any time be made by the Legislature to any literary insti- 
tution now established, or which may hereafter be established, 
unless, at the time of making such endowment, the Legisla- 
ture of the State shall have the right to grant any farther 
powers to alter, limit or restrain any of the powers vested in, 
any such literary institution, as shall be judged necessary to 
promote the best interests thereof. 

ARTICLE IX. 

GENEKAL PKOVISIONS. 

Sec. L Every person eh^cted or appointed to either of 
the places or ofMces provided in this Constitution, and every 
person elected, appointed, or commissioned to any judicial, 
executive, military or other otHce under this State, shall, be- 
fore he enter on the discharge of the duties of his phice or 
office, take and subscribe the following oath or attii'uialion : 

*'I do swear, tliat I will su[)[)ort the Constitution of the 

United States, and of this State, so long as I >ha\\ continue 
a citizen thereof. So hcl[) me God." 

**I do swear, that I will faithfully discharge, to the 

best of my abilities, the duties incuml)ent on nie as 

according to the (Constitution and laws of tiie State. So help 
me God.'* Provided, that an afhrmation in tlu^ ahove forms _p,.ovi>(). 
may be substituted, when the person shall be conscientiouslv 
scrui)ulous of taking and sui)scril)ing an oath. 

The oaths or allirmations shall be taken and subscril)ed bv , . 
the Governor and cinincillors befoie the presidinir officer of -!,'m'^''-'u,? *-;.,> 
the Senate, in thi^ present;e of both houses ot the Legislature, '" '" 
and by the senators and representatives before the (jovernor 
and Council, and by the residue of said officers, before such 
persons as shall be prescribed by the Legislature ; and when- 
<3Ver the Governor or any councillor shall not be able to 
attend during the session of the Legislature to take and sub- 
scribe said oaths or affirmations, said oaths or affirmations 
may be taken and subscribed in the recess of the Legislature 
before any justice of the Supreme Judicial Court; j)rovided, r y^^,,./,,, i 
that the senatorn and rejjresentatives^ first elected under this 
Constitution shall take and subscribe such oaths or affirma- 
tions before the j)resident of the convention. 

Sec. 2. No person holding the office of justice of the Su- offices incom- 

TT-in i. L' ' c ' i-xi. patiblewith 

preme Judicial Court, or or any inierior court, attorney gen- each other. 
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7 Me., 14. eral, county attorney, treasurer of the State, adjutant general^ 

SmI'.!.v!I4. judge of pro!)ate, register of probate, register of deeds^ 
[s^i^irt.iii, sheriffs or their deputies, clerks of the judicial courts, shall 
Art. IV, Port 3, heameuiher of the Legislature; and any person holdings 
Art.^r.partu either of thc foregoing offices, elected to, and accepting a 

seat in the Congress of the United States, shall thereby 
vacate saitl office ; and no person shall be capable of holdings 
or exercising at the same time within this State, more than 
one of the offices before mentioned. 
c«»iniiii->i<.ns. Sec. 3. All commissions shall be in the name of the 

State, signed by the Governor, attested by the secretary or 
his deputy, and have the seal of the State thereto affixed. 

Skc. 4. And in case the elections required by this Con- 
stitution on the tirst Wednesday of January annitaUy^ by the 



KlfM'tioii- < 111 
tin- rit-t Wei- 
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dav, the same !nav be adjourned fiom day to dav, until com- 
pleU'd, in the following order; the vacancies in the Senate 
shall tirst be tilled ; the (jovernor shall then be elected, if 
there be no choice by the ptM)[)le ; and aflcM'wards the two 
h()n>es >ljall elect the Council. 
,.;,,.,.^ ^.j, II Skc:. 5. Every person holding any civil otiice under this 

rr>n'.l/';"iiy '' Stulc, luav bc renKjveJ by in][)eaclHnent, for misdeme.-mor in 
<" :' ii!.-^. othci' ; aiKl ever\- ])ers()n hoidinir anv oihce, niav oe removed 
'-^'' "''•• by the (xcn'ernor, with the advice of the Council, on the ad- 
dress of both branches of the Leiri.>lature. But l)etore such 
addiess shall pass either house, the c-iuses of removal shall be 
stated an<l entered on the joui'nal of the house in which it 
originated, and a copy thereof served on the person in office, 
that he mav l)e admitted to a heariuiZ in his defence. 

Skc. f). ihe tenure of all offices, which are not or shall 
not be otherwise provided for, shall be during the pleasure 
of the Governor and Council. 

Si:c. 7. While the public expenses shall be assessed on 
polls and estates, a general valuation shall be taken at least 
once in ten vears. 

Skc. 8. All taxes upon real and personal estate, assessed 
by authority of this State, shall be apportioned and assessed 
equally, according to the just value thereof, (a) 
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rt ) rrl Me.. 7.*^. 4.il : (5:^ Me.. 277. 285; G7 Me., 13(;; 70 Me., 522, 007; 72 
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Sec. 9. The Legislature shall never, in any manner, bus- Power of tax- 

•* II /» • T ation. 

pend or surrender the power of taxation. (6) [Amcndmeut 

Sec. 10. Sheriffs shall be elected by the people of their sheriffs how 

respective counties, by a plurality of the votes given in on the ?emiV*t'^o?"'^ 

second Monday of September, and shall hold their offices for lAvxr^vo/- 

two years from the first day of January next after their elec- Amnuiment'*"' 
tion. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner as is pro- 
vided in the case of judges and registers of probate. 

Sec. 11. The attorney <i^eneral shall be chosen annuallij by Attorney 

joint ballot of the senators and representatives in the onven- ■//' '"''^fi: ^f , . . 

•^ A Mar. 1 1 , IS.,.i : 

tion. Vacancy in said office, occurring when the Legislature sI'I'AnlZd^J'ni 
is not in session, may be filled by the appointment of the Gov- 
ernor with the advice and consent of the Council, (c) 

Sec. 12. But citizens of this State, absent therefrom in citizens wiio 
the military service of the United States or of this State, and aiiowe.i to 

vote lor 

not in the reiirular army of the United States, bein"^ otherwise (•">'."'ty 
qualified electors, shall be allowed to vote for judges and [\f',r^'^\%,;f. 
registers of probate, sherifi's, and all other county officers on """""'"^ ''"I 
the Tuesday next after tlte first Monday in November ^ in the 
year one thousand ei(/ht hundred and sixty-four, and their 
votes shall be counted and allowed in the same manner and with 
the same efi^ct as if given on the second Monday of September 
in that i/ear. And theii shall be allowed to vote for all such {^^'i'/titnyi- 
officers on the second Monday in Septeml)er anitually there- 
after forever. And the votes shall i)e given at the same timo 
and in the sjime manner, and the names of the several caidi- 
dates shall be printed or written on the same ballots with those 
for Governor, senators and representatives, as provided in 
section four, article second of this Constitution. 

Sec. 13. The Legislature may enact laws excluding from r.riix.ry at 
the ri^ht of sutlVaoe, for a term not exceedinu^ ten years, all \/]r.Jh-eor 
persons convicted oi bribery at any election, or ot voting at .iinuH/meut 



.I'.i' 



any election, under the inliuence of a bribe. 

Sec. 14. The credit of the State shall not be directly or ,, ,., „ 

•^ ( rcilit of 

indirectly loaned in any case. The Legislature shall not create hV^uniluHL^ 

any debt or debts, liability or liabilities, on behalf of the -state debt 

State, which shall singly or in the aggregate, with previous 'i';;* '<><»'«'•. _ 

debts and liabilities hereafter incurred at any one time, exceed i/'""''.' '/, ,- 

J (til/ -JC, IS I , : 

{h) G2 Me., (>2, ini. 
(c) 70 Me., D\n. 
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three hundred thousand dollars, except to suppress insurrec- 
tion, to repel invasion, or for purposes of war ; but this amend- 
ment shall not be construed to refer to any money that has 
been, or may be deposited with this State by the government 
of the United States, or to any fund which the State shall hold 
in trust for any Indian tril)e. 

Sec. 15. TIte State is authorized to issue bonds payable 
wit hill twenty -one years ^ at a rate of interest not exceeding six 
per cent, a year ^ payable semi- annual} y ^ icliicli bonds or their 
proceeds shall be devoted solely towards the reimbursement of 
the exp)enditures incurred by the cities^ towns and plantations 
of the State for tear purposes durin'j tltt^ rebellion, uj)on the 
following basis: Each city ^ town awl plantation shall receive 
from the State one hundred dollars for every man furnished 
for the military service of the Utiited States under and after 
the call of July second, eiyhtcen hundred and sixty-two, and 
accepted by the United Slates towards its quota for the term 
of three years, and in the same piropor lion for every 'tnan so 
furnished and accepted for any shorter period ; and the same 
shall be in full payment for any claitn upon the State on ac- 
count of its war debts by any such municipality. A com- 
mission appointed by the Governor and C<nincil shall deter- 
mine the atnount to ivhich earJt city, ton^n and plantation is 
entitled; to be devoted to such reimburscmeid, the surplus, if 
any, to be appropriated to the soJdirrs who enlisted or were 
drafted atid went at any tinte darinj (he war, or if deceased y 
to their leyal representatives. The issue of bonds hereby 
authorized shall not exceed in the a(j'jre(/af(' tJiree million five 
hundred thousand dollars, and this a^neu'liuent shall not be 
construed toj^ermit the credit of the ^tate to be directly or in- 
directly loanedj in any other case or for any other purpose. 

Sec. IG. The Legislature may by law authorize the divid- 
ing of towns having not less than four thousand inhabitants, 
or having voters residing on any island within the limits 
thereof, into voting districts for the election of representa- 
tives to the Legislature, and prescribe the manner in which- 
the votes shall be received, counted, and the result of the 
election declared. 
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ARTICLE X. 

Schedule. 
Sec. 1. All hiws now in force in this State, and not re- Laws now in 

,.^ .. Ill • 1 ^ • n force con- 

pu«:nant to this Constitution, shall remain, and be in torce, tinuo until 

* ^ ^ r(*i)('ale(l. 

until altered or repealed by the Legislature, or shall expire 
by their own limitation. 

Sec. 2. The Legislature, whenever tvvo-thirds of both constitution, 
houses shall deem it necessary, may propose amendments to amtniiea. 

•^ ' ' ^ ^ [.SV^' Art. 4, 

this Constitution; and when uny amendments shall be so /'"W v, § i.7.] 

agreed upon, a resolution shall be passed and sent to the 

selectmen of the several towns, and the assessors of the 

several plantations, empowering and directing them to notify 

the inhabitants of their respective towns and plantations, in 

the manner prescribed by law, at their next annual meetin<?s \^<'o Amend- 

in the month of September, to give in their votes on the i<^^^<>. ^- -4'^- 

question, whether such amendment shall be made; and if it 

shall appear that a mnjorily of the inhabitants voting on the 

question are in favor of such amendment, it shall become a 

part of this Constitution. 

Sec. ?). After the a)nendnie)\fx r)r()i)(>^ed hereivith shall con^ftinfio,} to 
have been ,^nh//uttrd to po})((Iar vote^ the chief Justice of the 'ifji'fjj'^tirenr 
/Supre^ne Judicial Court shall arrange tlte Constitution, as \ri!u''.j![%7.~,; 
amended, under aj)pr(>j)riate titles, and in jn'oper articles^ y'!'i.\' '""^ 
2)arts and secti<)ns, omittinfj all sections, clauses and words 
not in force, and inalciiuj no other chan<jes in the ])rovisions 
or languafje thereof, and s]t(dl suljinit the sa/ne to the Legis- 
lature at its ne:<:t session, .\nd the draft, and arrangement, —consiitu- 

1 11 iT'i 1111 111 tioii lo bo 

when a)>nn)ve(l l)y the Ijcixislature, sliall l)e enrolled on cnroii.'d on 
i)archmcnt and deposited in the oflice of the Secretary of an. i printed 

I ' '^ copu's hound 

State ; and printed coi)ies thereof shall be prefixed to the ^^^^'^ ''^^^'^' 
books containing the laws of the State. And the Constitu- — toi.etiie 

sui)i"<MUf Inw 

tion, with the amendments made thereto, in accordance with of the state. 
the provisions thereof, shall be the supreme law of the State. 

Sec. 4. Sections one, two and five, of article ten of the §§i. -.>,:>, of 

existinir Constitution, shall hereafter i)e omitted in any i.r luiiitcd. 

" . . . '^ § :. ill lull 

printed copies thereof prefixed to the laws of the State ; but *':i'' • 
this shall not impair the validity of acts under those sections ; '''-'• ^^''•'•■ 
and section live shall remain in full force, as part of the Con- 
stitution, according to the stipulations of said section, with 
the same effect as if contained in said printed copies. 
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AMENDMENTS 

To the Amended Constitution of Maine, adopted in pursu- 
ance of the second section of the tenth article of the 
Amended Co nstit u t io n . 

ARTICLE XXII. 

Limitation of Municipal Indebtedness. 

No city or town shall hereafter create any debt or liability, 
which singly, or in the aggregate with previous debts or 
centot '''^'^ liabilities, shall exceed tive per centum of the last regular 

valuation of said city or town ; ])rovided, however, that the 

— excei)tit)n.s. 

, , , . adoption of this article fehall not be construed as applying to 

[See Art. i, *■ i i ^ o 

§§7,i>/.i any fund received in trust by said city or town, nor to any 

loan for the purpose of renewing existing loans or for war, or 
to temporary loans to be paid out of money raised by taxa- 
tion, during the year in which they are made. 

[The 1 Weill y-sec'<m<l AiiieiKliiieiit to the (Aineiuled) Constitution of 
MaiiK' was |n-oj)(>s(;(l lo ihe people- 1)y a Kesolve (»r the litty- sixth Legis- 
lature passed I''e])ruai"y 1*. 1S77, and lia\ iii^- heen a(h»pted ]»y the people at 
the ensuini*' annual (deetion, S<'plend>er 10, 1S77, took (dl'eet as a part of 
the Constitution .lanuaiy 2, 1S7S. aeeordinii' to the ])rovisi()ns of the lUt- 
s(dve and the pi'ocdaination of (ioNcinoi- (onnor issued l)eeeni])er 20, 
TS77.J 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

Biennial Elections and Biennial Sessions. 

The <:!:()vern()r, senators and representatives in the Le^^is- 
elections :,ii.i Ijiturc, shall be elected biennially, and hold othce two years 

.sessions. ^ v' ' */ 

from the first Wednesday in January next succeeding their 
election ; and the L(*gishiture, at the first session next after 
the adoption of this article, shall make all needful provisions 
Offices V-te. by law concerning the tenure of ofhee of all county officers, 
y/^/r/ /, § I'V and concerning the annual or biennial reports of the State 

treasurer and other State officers and institutions ; and shall 
make all such provisions l)y law as may be required in con- 
sequence of the change from annual to biennial elections, and 



— suit!il»le ]»ro- 
vision to ))(' 
made for 
teiuire of 



part L\ §§ /, .-7.1 



-elections to froui auuual to biennial sessions of the Legislature. The 

ha held ejich _ _, Ti-A-iTnT'i i 

even year. Jirst electiou Under this Article shall be m the year one thou- 
sand eigJtt hundred and eighty ; and the first meeting of the 
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Legislature under this article shall he on the first Wednes- 
day of January^ eighteen hundred and eightij-one. 

Section four, article two; section five, part one, article -M.ionniai' 
four; section four, part two, article tour; section one, part foi iinmiai,' 

ill 1 welvc 

three, article four; section thirteen, part one, article five ; pij'^t'*^- 
section two, part two, article five ; section one, part three, 
article five ; section one, part four, article five ; section four, 
part four, article five ; section three, article seven ; section 
four, article nine, and section eleven, article nine, are 
amended, by substituting the word 'bienniaF for the word 
"annual" wherever it occurs. 

Section two, part one, article five, is amended, by strikin<^ §•_>. .art i, art. 
out all after the word '*oflice" and substituting therefor the tio .' *'^ 
following words : 'for two years from the first Wednesday 
of January next following the election.' Section seven, 
article six, and section two, article ten, are hereby amended 
by striking out the word ''annual" and insert in place thereof 
the word 'biennial.' 

['I'hc twcnl y-tliird AinciuliiK'nt \\:is i)r(>i)«)><'(l to tli<' jM-oplc hy a 
Kcsolvc (>r tlic lirty-('l.i;lil li L('i;i.-lat ui«' p.isscd Marcli 4, IS?'.', and haviiii;* 
\wv\\ a(loj»l('(l ScjitcmlMT S, was (U'c*lar<'(l t(» lia\<' bcronu' a part of {\\v 
("(Histitutioii hy a IJc-olvc <»! Maicli IS. ISSO.J 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

Election of Governor wy Plurality Vote. 

The Constitution of this State shall be amended, in the (j^v mortc. 

third section of the first part of article \\\i\, by striking out piuV my! '' 

the word 'Munjority," wherever it occurs therein, and insert- /""' /.§v.'i 
ing in the place thereof the word *[)lurality.' 

I Tilt* 1 w ciily-rourth Aincmlincnl \\;is proposed to llic jicoplc 1)\- a 
L%'s<tlv(' (d' tlic tiriy-niiil h Lc^^i^hit iii-c piisscd daniiai-y 27, Issi). niid liaviiiic 
Im'cii ado]»t«'d Scptcinlx'i' l.'J, wa- proclaiinrd hy < -ovcriior I )a\i< lo la- a 
part of the ( 'onstilution. XovnnlM'i- '.>. HSO. ] 



ARTICLE XXV. 

Biennial Lecjislative Terms. 

Section two, article four, part first, of the Constitution of ahh' immt 

this State, as amended under the "resolution concerning an ilart'i'of' ' 

amendment of the Constitution of Maine," approved the stitu'on. 

fourth day of March, in the year ei^rhteen hundred and i""'['\V-r-V 

seventy-nine, shall be further amended by striking out the ^'"'*^^ § ^J 
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words «*first Wednesday in January next succeeding their 
election," and inserting in place thereof the words *day next 
preceding the biennial meeting of the Legislature, and the 
amendment herein proposed, if adopted, shall determine the 
the term of office of senators and representatives to be elected 
at the annual meeting in September, in the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty, as well as the term of senators and 
representatives thereafter to be elected,' so that said section, 
as amended, shall read as follows : 
Biennial 'Sec. 2. The Housc of Representatives shall consist of 

teriiir? of sen- 
ators and one hundred and fifty-one members, to be elected by the 

rei)resenta- •' 

^*^^'^- qualified electors, and hold their office two years from the 

day next preceding the biennial meeting of the Legislature, 

and (he amendment herevi ])roposed, if adopted, shall dete?'- 

mine the levin of office of senators and rej)rescntatives to be 

elected at the annual meeting in Se2)teniher, in the year 

eighteen hundred and eight ij, as well as the term of senators 

— le-nsiature ^^^ representatives thereafter to he elected. The Legislature, 

mVniher^of'in- ichich shall first hc convencd under this Constitution, shall on 

oiiee every or hefore tlie fifteenth da>i of August, in the year of our 

live or ten 

years. Lord oue thousaud eight hundred and tirenty-one, and the 

Legislature, within every suhscfjuent peiiod of at most ten 
years, and at least five, cause the niini1)er of the inhabitants 
of the State to be ascertained, exclusive of foreigners not 

-apportion- natuializcd and Indians not taxed. The number of repre- 

nient of rep- * 

resentatives. scutativcs sluill, at tlic sevcrul pcriods of making such enu- 
meration, be fixed and apportioned among the several coun- 
ties, as near as may be, according to the number of inhai)i- 
tants, having regard to the relative increase of population. 
Tlte number of representatives shall, on said frst apportion- 
ment, be not less titan one hundred and not more than one 
hundred and fifty.' 

[The twiMity-lH'tli Aiiu'IkImhmiI w as jji-oposed lo llic jx-ople ])y a IJesolv*' 
of llio llfty-ninlli Lc^i'islal nre ii:'.s<(m1 Mareli IS. ISSO, ami was a<l(»]tte(l Sep- 
tember i;i. as ai>i)ears fi-oni the 1 r.-iiwaetioii^ oT the i;-()Venior ami couueil, 
in-eserved hi the oillee of Ihe seeretai\v ol" state, w lierein if is recorded 
that, the i-eport of tlu' eoniinitt<M' (»n eleelioiis to that elleet was aee«']>ted 
hv the ooniieil ami ai>i>roved hy the i;-ov<'riior. Oetoher 20. ISSO. Tlie 
anK'iidnieiit \\a< never pnu-lainied hy the i^'oyernoi' nor (h'clared l)y the 
Lei;islatiir<'. ainl it is not known that any pul)lie evidenee of its adoption 
is in existence.] 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 

Prohibition of the Manufacture and Sale of Intoxi- 
cating Liquors. 
The manufacture of intoxicatin<2: liquors, not includino^ Maniif|ictiire 

o A ' n jyul sale of 

cider, and the sale and keeping for sale of intoxicating liquors, JSquoilJl^pr^^^ 
are and shall be forever prohibited. lubited. 

Except, however, that the sale and keeping for sale of 
such liquors for medicinal and mechanical purposes and the 
arts, and the sale and keeping for sale of cider, may be per- 
mitted under such regulations as the Legislature may provide. 

The Legislature siiall enact laws A'ith suitable penalties for 
the suppression of the manufacture, sale and keeping for sale 
of intoxicating liquors, with the exceptions herein specified. 

['I'hc t w cut y->ixlli AiiicikIiik'iiI w .•i>i)i'()|)()>('(l to llic pcoph? by a IJcsolvii 
of tlic Sixly-tlrst Ij'i;i<lat inc. approved February 21, b^s;{, a(loi)t<Ml 
September 10, pi-oclaiined I)y (iovertutr iJobie Deeember IJ, ISSt. and took 
eireet on tlu' lirst \\'ediiesda\- of Jamiar\, b'^s^). I 



AMENDMENT XX\ II. 
Elkiibilitv of the Treasurer of State. 
The Treasurer shall be chosen biennially, at the I'li^dbinty oi 

^ treasurer of 

first se.-sion of the Legislature, by joint ballot of the Sena- '^^'^^'• 
tors and Eepresentatives in Convention but shall not be eli- 
gible more than six years successively. 

['riie t weiity-sevciit li AiiK'iidiiieiit was proposed to the people by a 
resolve (d' the Sixly-tlin'd Li'ii:i-lat iu'e. appi-oyed Mareli 10, 1SS7; ado])te(l 
S<'])t<'nd)ei- 10: jiroelaiined b_\ (ioveiiior Marble l)<'eeinbei- 11, b^SS, and 
toojc elleet on lh<* tirst \\"edne-da\' of rianuary. ISSH.] 
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AMENDMENT XXVIII. 
Appointment of Adjutant General. 

Adjutant *The major generals shall be elected by the Sen- 

se 

of. 



uppoint'inc'iit ate and House of Representatives each having a negative on 



the other. The adjutant general and quarter master general 
shall be appointed by the governor. But the adjutant gen- 
eral shall perform the duties of quarter master general until 
otherwise directed by law. The major generals and briga- 
dier generals and the commanding officers of regiments and 
battalions, shall appoint their respective staff officers ; and 
all military officers shall be commissioned by the governor.' 

[The twciity-ci.uiitli Aiueiidineiit was proi)()s«Ml to the people by a 
resolve of the Sixty-fourth T.ei;ishititre ajjprovrd Mareh 31, 1891; adopted 
Sept. 12, 1S1I2: proelaiined l)y (iovernoi- lUirlciii'h Dee. 1.'^, 1892, and took 
i'llcet on the th'st Wednesday of Januar\-, ISlKi.J 



AMENDMENT XXIX. 

Educational Qualification of Voters. 

'No person shall have the right to vote or be eligible to 
QniiiiiH'ation qjjj^.^. undcr the constitution of this state, who shall not be 

ol vuit'i >. 

able to read the constitution in the English language and 
write his name ; provided, however, that the provisions of 
this amendment shall not ap[)ly to any person prevented by 
a physical disability from complying with its requisitions, nor 
to any person who now has the right to vote, nor to any per- 
son who shall be sixty years of age or upwards at the time 
this amendment shall take effect.' 

[The twcMity-nhitli Ameiiihiu'iit was i)roi)osed to th<' jx'ople l)y a resolve 
of the Sixty-tourth L(\iiislatiire ; a])pi-()V('d April 2, ISDl ; adoi)ted Si^p- 
Icnjhcr 12, 1S92; proelainicd hy (Jovciuor liurlciiiii Deeeinlter 1. 'J, 1892, 
and took cllcet on the lirsi WCdnesdav otJanuarw ISD.'i.] 
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